The first China International Symposium on Tribology (CIST'93) was held sixteen years ago in Beijing (1993), when there were not so many cars on streets and I was looking much younger on the photos taken during the time of the first symposium. Since then, five symposiums have been organized, four times in Beijing and once in the city of Xi'an. The 5th CIST (CIST 2008), the largest of the five, attracted more than 360 papers from 19 countries around the world, and it was the first time that the organizers planned for the papers presented or posted at the symposium to be published in international journals. Among these, 18 peer-reviewed papers have been accepted by the Journal of Engineering Tribology and compiled in this Special Issue.
